‘Wrightsville

@ BEACH MAGAZINE

May 2011 | Volume 12 Issue 5

THE CREST

Wrightsville’s iconic movie palace
and legendary local landmark

i il Bl S ros
A decade of decorating, a lifetime of collecting,
come home with the Welds to their rural retreat

GO GREEK

Feast of the senses —
music, dancing and flavor

WHIZ KIDS

New Hanover County’s
top high school seniors
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he fiction of the house—beginning with the central structure—blends

the owners aesthetic wish for an English country house, with Harris’s

signature Arts and Crafts idiom, fleshed out in side wings, and a

pitched roofline that follows the elevation of the floorplan adding yet
another layer of detail to the sprawling structure embellished with graceful curved
arches and trellised walkways, porticos and a white picket fence.

Most of its architectural features are engaged to the parent house, especially the
Low Country tin-roofed two-bedroom, one bath guesthouse modeled after a board
and batten sharecroppers cottage cum fishing shack. Behind the guesthouse, separated
by a dirt lane, is a coastal North Carolina vernacular barn complete with shed porch
and hayloft that anchors the property buffered by woods that line the creek banks.

Across the heather is a Victorian folly (this one, a tiny rotunda)

old English estates. Follies serve no real purpose save framing the view of the estate’s
parklands and maybe offer a shady respite from the glaring sun if one was inclined to
walk one’s grounds. Homeowner Joan Weld laughs, saying the folly—like some of the
other weathered elements found outside and within her home — adds character.

“T kind of liked the concept of a little English cotrage or a farmhouse in the United
States that you added to as you had the money or maybe you added to it as the family
was growing, Joan says. “I wanted this house to merge with the land. I wanted it to be
low and horizontal because the land is important.”

Standing in the breezeway between the screened porch and a side entrance, sur-

www.wrightsvillebeachmagazine.com

Parade of Homes winner

SCHMIDT

DEVELOPMENT, INC.

Custom Homes & Renovations

et T
NAHB NATIONAL &I"Iml
GREEN BUILDING

PROGRAM™

Custom Bulider Program

910.620.1835
P.O. Box 421, Wrightsville Beach, NC 28480
www.SchmidtDevelopmentinc.com

GARDEN CLASSICS
for a classy mom!

o’o i)

Garden & Gifts

502 South 16th Street - 763-7448
www.transplantedgarden.com

MONEY

doesn’t grow on trees ...

... S0 it pays to

make smart
advertising choices

@) BEACH MAGAZINE
(910) 256-0871
www.WrightsvilleBeachMagazine.com

The Tansplanted |

39

WBM




\
~OTHRAN HARRISEARCHITECTURE

MEMBE 0 A mcﬁw l»:?u TE Of

ARCHITECTS .

Not just¥iosses, homes.

RESIDENTIAL . COMNMERSIAL . RENOVATIONS
WWW.COTHRANHARRIS.COM | 910.793.3433

For all of your natural stone countertop needs, we invite you
to visit our extensive stone yards and showroom today!

southeastern
marble & granite, llc
Airport Industrial Center
2725 Old Wrightsboro Rd.
Building 11, Unit 4
Wilmington, NC 28405

Locally owned & operated

910.763.7700 | 877.941.7700 | 910.763.7777

LOCAI TOLL-FREE FAX

may 2011

rounded by groomed lawns, sculpted
English boxwood gardens and open
meadowlands, Joan says, “I like
expanse.”

She and her husband, Griff Weld,
tamed the former dump, planted
every plug of grass, every tree root
and planned this house together with
their architect. It is the second house
that Cothran Harris has designed for
the Welds. The first was located on
Bald Head Island. Wrightsville Beach
builder Tom Hanna constructed both.

Harris was challenged to create an
elevation that did not resemble a stan-
dard ranch-style home, and Hanna,
Joan says, was extremely patient with
her requests, asking brick masons
and carpenters to humor her desire
to evoke the look and feel of an old
home.

“I wanted a thatched roof for gosh
sakes,” she says.

The interior palette is a soothing
white-on-white, layered with heir-
looms, antiques and artifacts, white-
washed wood and wicker, and slip-
covered upholstery placed over bare,
cobbled brick and hardwood floors.
Family portraits hang beside photo-
graphs of exotic destinations amid an
impossibly large collection of shells,
hand plucked off of beaches from the
North Carolina coastline, to the con-
rinent of Africa, and Patagonia, South
America.

The open kitchen, dining area and
sunroom is a complete environment.
Exposed to views of the south lawn,
the area is drenched in sunlight. Along
the north wall, small chambers for
laundry, the pantry and Joan’s home
office are tucked berwcen relics and
cabinets that were fabricated or refin-
ished by Susan Covington of SAC Art
Designs. A custom chandelier created
by Louise Gaskill hangs above the dis-
tressed plank table.

But the kitchen was Griff’s inven-
tion. As the family chef, this was one
area he claims. The layout, he says, is
simple but was upscaled to allow for

two to cook and clean together. The




Sunlight pours through windows and travels through the screened porch
and side entry into the informal sunroom furnished with custom-made
pieces designed and fabricated by Susan Covington of SAC Art Designs.
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A Suite with

Professional Appeal

The KitchenAid™ Pro Line™ Series suite of appliances embraces the vitality of bold, professional styling.
Attractive stainless steel finishes and robust Pro Line™ Handles adorn our French door bottom-freezer
refrigerator, dishwasher, microwave hood combination oven, and slide-in ranges. These appliances,
with familiar high-performance features and inspired aesthetics, are sure to invigorate the atmosphere

and draw you into the kitchen more than ever.
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914 S. Kerr Ave.
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basic triangle features a central butcher
block-style island, a repository for
storage shelves and refrigerated draw-
ers cleverly disguised behind cabinetry
inspired by German SieMatic Bauhaus”
minimalist designs.

There is an extra sink for wash-
ing and prepping food and another
for washing dishes. Pots hang from
a repurposed fence gate. A pot-filler
is mounted beside the commercial
gas range. Joan's collection of white
Depression-ware decorative and serv-
ing pieces fills cabinets and lines the
counter top in front of polished sub-
way tile.

Two plush sofas and upholstered
arm chairs float in a cheery living
room flanked by windows and built-
in window seats. The hearth is sur-
rounded by volumes of book-lined
shelves. This room, which adjoins the
master suite and bath, is where Griff
spends the most time, reading,

“This house is all Joan,” Griff says.
But Joan says she doesn’t spend much
time at home. “I'm always on the
run,” she admits. “You just gotta keep
moving.”

Strolling the grounds it is easy to
see some of the architectural choices
that echo the 360- degree sweep of
the land that slopes in all dircctions.
Past the barn are two creeks. One is
a runoff that feeds into the second
creek, Bear Branch, where the couple
embarks in kayaks to paddle to the
Black River, a tributary of the Cape
Fear River.

“We get to Bear Branch — past the
barn a little ways and there’s a slope
down,” Griff explains and describes
an arca where they built a dock and
keep their kayaks. “It takes us about
10 minutes to get to the Black River.
Really the best part is getting to the
river—you get in the river and you get
boats speeding by—burt when you're
in our little creek, you're right in
nature. The birds are there; the frogs
are jumping in. It’s kind of natural
and nice. It’s an easy paddle.”

The diverse landscape hosts bear,




Clockwise from top left, a metal gate functions as a pot hanger
above the butcher block island in the open kitchen that adjoins
the dining room. The chandelier, by Louise Gaskill Designs,
hovers above a distressed plank table and vintage chairs

by SAC Art Designs. Cobbled bricks cover sunroom floors
furnished with vintage, white-washed wicker. Joan Weld's
collection of white Depression glassware fill cabinets and her
collection of shells line every available surface.
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Clockwise from top left, custom beaded board covers interior walls
throughout the Weld home. In the living room, the white-on-white
palette is softened with muted floral-print throw pillows. A Louise - - ’
Gaskill-designed chandelier is a centerpiece. Deep window ledges | JF n
throughout the house allow Joan ample room to display antiques. .
Collections of clear glass and crystal pieces line the hall table; a library

of books flanks the mantel. The master bath features antique fixtures.
The four poster master bed is also by SAC Art Designs.
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A landscaped pond designed by Jeff Lewis of Landscapes Nouveau is the centerpiece of the Weld's south lawn, an apron of grass that reiterates the
contour of the nearby tree line. This graceful arc also inspired architect Cothran Harris, who incorporated Arts and Crafts details into the rear elevation.

A member of the board of the North Carolina Coastal Studies

Institute on Roanoke Island in Manteo and an active member of the

Coastal Resources Commission, she says that organization—which
meets in different locales around the state—takes up a lot of time.

Enchanted by the sand roads and the natural environment, they
considered a retirement to Bald Head Island and built a cottage there
decades ago. As the island developed, the magic slowly faded and the
worldly couple fled for the high country and moved into their Black
River retreat days following 9/11. Now family and friends make the
journey to this remote, rural retreat, about 20 minutes from down-
town Wilmington, 30 from Wrightsville Beach.
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Homeowners Griff and Joan Weld
Architect Cothran Harris
Contractor Tom Hanna

Interior Designer Susan Covington — SAC Art Designs, Melanie Bowe

Landscape Architect Landscapes Unique, Landscapes Nouveau

APPLIANCES Atlantic
Appliance & Hardware

AUDIO/VISUAL Audio Lab

HARDWARE Raleigh Decorative
Hardware & Plumbing, Ferguson,
Antiques

PLUMBER West Plumbing

PLUMBING FIXTURES
Ferguson

ELECTRIC R. Manning Electrical
ELECTRICIAN Pat Roth
ELECTRIC FIXTURES Ferguson

LIGHTING Cothran Harris,
Louise Gaskill Designs, Ferguson,
Antiques

HARDWOOD & SPECIALTY
WOOD SUPPLIER J.L. Powell

HARDWOOD INSTALLER
Ed Newsome's Iloors

KITCHEN/CABINETS
DESIGNER 3cott Gilbert

may 2011

BUTCHER BLOCK Boos

TILE SUPPLIER/BACK
SPLASH Southeastern Tile
Connection

TILE/COUNTERTOPS
INSTALLER Sellers Tile

PAINTING Ivy Painting
HVAC ARS

FIREPLACE/MASONRY
Chris Hill Masonry

WINDOWS

Classic Window and Door
FRAMER David Conjura
TRIM Jim Miles
SEPTIC RC Land Design
ROOF Island Roofing

FURNISHINGS SAC Art
Designs, Antiques



