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Judy Rizzo was most particular about the kitchen during construction of the home on Gray Gables.

Inset: The view of the outdoor terrace from the poolhouse.

hen Dan and Judy Rizzo set out to build their home  pains and lots of planning to create their ideal home.

on Gray Gables, they were planning to stay there “When they first approached me,” remembers architect

for a while. So, they wanted Cothran Harris, “they were living on a

to make it perfect. They had learned a four-acre site that had lots of gracious

lot from their ycars of moving from landscaping and a rambling house, yet

house to house — 15 moves in 31 years they wanted to downsize. They wanted

— that they knew what to do and what to do something that was more com-

not to do. pact, and yet still had a lot of the grace

“We’ve done a lot of this kind of and a lot of the nice landscaping and

thing and this was going to be it,” so much of a homey feel to the interior

recalls Judy. “We were going to do this of the house.” In fact, the Rizzos were

house and this was going to be perma- living off Greenville Loop on

nent. They were going to take us away Hewlett’s Creek. Judy was concerned

to the funeral home when we left this about missing the water view, but her
home.” They even thought ahead. They wanted wide doorways  husband, Dan, kept insisting that he wouldn’t. They had
that could handle a walker for years down the road. already bought a lot on Gray Gables, but were unsure of what

So it should be no surprise that the Rizzos took great kind of home they wanted to build on it.
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iece of the home.
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Connection

Office/Mobile  256-6764

Toll Free 800-533-1840 #1947

email: martie@ martierice.com
www.martierice.com

P2 Intracoastal

INTRACOASTALREALTY. COM
256-3010

INCREDIBLE UPDATES - HiSTORIC| CHARM

w o -

Magnificent Renovation
Beautiful updates! Gourmet kitchen, spacious
formal arcas, marvelous 2nd floor suite and
game room and an enchanting porch make this
home a delight. The work’s done; it's ready for
you to enjoy! 2824 Columbia Avenue.
$427,000

MoRE THAN' CHARMING

3 Bedrooms + Home Office
You'll love this Brookwood home and its
unusually large rooms, updated kitchen, Ist
floor guest BR and separate home office.
Don’t miss this! 210 Keaton Avenue.
$231,000

Views Too Bic For/1 PICTURE

High Bluff Lot with Boatslip!
Enjoy the best of coastal living. . . lovely
views, boatslip and a secluded setting. /526
Portsmouth Pluce, Avenel. $350,000

Visit my website for Virtual
Tours & other listings.
www.martierice.com
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“We just love the street,” Judy
says. “It’s a wonderful location.
We’re close to everything, yet it feels
very private. We do have the dock,
with the water access, without actual-
ly being on the water. It’s a nice, little
friendly neighborhood. They do
things ... they have a Lobster Roast
and everybody comes and brings
their kids. They have a Christmas
party. It’s a neighborhood with little
kids on up to grandparents. It’s a nice
mix.”

After the location was picked, it
was time to decide what kind of
home the Rizzos wanted.

“We started with a house design
and style that was quite a bit differ-
ent,” recalls Harris. “It was very for-
mal. Judy decided that she had lived
in formal houses and that she wanted
a house that was nice, but not neces-
sarily a house that was imposing.” To
achieve the look and feel that she
wanted, Judy brought Harris a photo-
graph of a cottage that she had found
in a magazine.

“So, my charge on this was to fig-
ure out how to do a well-appointed
house with good square footage and
yet make it look like it was a story
and half cottage,” Harris says. “It was
very much like Snoopy’s doghouse. It
needed to look simple on the outsidc,
yet have all of the accoutrements that
they wanted on the inside.”

Now that the plans were underway,
Judy and Dan began to focus on the
interior of the home with the help of
Carol Helton from Ambiance.

“Carol’s worked with me for about
20 years,” Judy says. “The first time

we had a condo at Station One. So,

=

A classic bungalow exterior is combined with a
gracious floor plan on the inside. Cothran
Harris Architecture brings together traditional
style with modern building systems to create

homes for today and tomorrow.
&

"Making the Carolinas a better place to live...
one project at a time."

COTHRAN HARRIS
A RCHITET CTURE
"

Member American Institute of Atchitects
Oleander Oaks, 5725 Oleander Drive, Suite E-1
Wilmington, NC 28403
Ph: 910-793-3433

Tx: 910-793-3655
www.cothranharris.com

Pool of Distinction

MIRACLE POOLS, INC. (252) 635-1098 (800) 849-POOL
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The fountain was original to the property, so the Rizzos had to incorporate it info their landscape designs.

having a great room, versus a separate

den and living room.

“We lived in the den,” she remembers.

“The living room was just pretty ... It’s
an expensive room to do and you just
don’t use it enough.”

Judy’s favorite part of the house is the

kitchen and the great room. “That’s
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where we live,” she says simply. She

and her husband both also love spending
time on their backyard terrace and in the
pool area.

Harris agrees with Judy regarding his
favorite part of the home: the great
room. “The paneling and the way it

opens up onto the backyard and flows

MAKING
A
HoUSE
A
HomEe

Homeowners: Judy
and Dan Rizzo

Architect: Cothran
Harris Architecture

Builder: Brewer
Construction and
Development

Suppliers:

Ambiance Custom
Interiors

Best Distributors
Carolina Builders
Interiors

Gallery of Oriental
Rugs

General Shale Brick
Grand Castle Masonry
Miracle Pools
Horizon Forest
Products

Native Landscapes
Sellers Custom
Counters

Stone Garden
Woodpecker Woodworks

into the kitchen; every room has its own
special features, its own pluses and
minuses. But every house has to have
one centerpiece and that room is the cen-
terpiece of that house.”

The home also has several pieces that
stand out. There’s the lighted sink in the

powder room, which was Carol, the



